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EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
(RiBaGo) RESEARCH NETWORK 

 
The Research Projects 

 Co-Reach – The RiBaGo Project 

 Co-Reach is a programme of research funded by European scholarly bodies and the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences to assist in the co-ordination of research between Europe and 
China. Keith Richards (Cambridge), Jiahua Pan (CASS) and Tim Moss (IRS) received Co-
Reach support for a project entitled  River Basin Governance: IRBM in the EU and China 
(RiBaGo) 

 RiBaGo will study European structures for water management, to help understand key water 
governance challenges and attempts to solve them. Its workshops and research will offer an 
interdisciplinary, international platform to integrate natural science knowledge and social 
science research in IBRM, focusing on public policy, regulatory frameworks, institutional 
change, distributional equity, sustainability, and social impact. 

 RiBaGo will analyse drivers, constraints and processes of integration in river basin 
management in both the EU and China, by: 

 (i) exploring the history of IBRM in the EU through appraisal of its various interacting 
institutional strategies, its development of trans-boundary river basin institutions, and its 
relationship to scientific research needs; 

 (ii) assessing the need for IBRM in China, the constraints which limit the capacity to improve 
its water environment, and the potential for learning from the European experience and 
adapting it. 

  

 ESRC International Research Training Network 

 The UK ESRC supports international research training networks, including the River Basin 
Governance Research Network: The European Union and China, which involves early career 
researchers from the UK, EU and China in the workshop and research activities of RiBaGo. 

 The Network will examine institutional issues in RBM, drawing on legal, economic, social and 
political scholarship, and on theories of historical institutionalism, path dependency, and 
plural rationality; and will apply the sociology of scientific and technical knowledge to the 
implementation of environmental regulation. 

 The key intellectual aims of the Network are to investigate an "Adaptive" River Basin 
Management (ARBM), first using a European case to explore how negotiation and adaptation 
typify implementation of relevant Directives, especially in trans-boundary river basin 
management, and then considering how ARBM’s focus on negotiation, flexibility and 
subsidiarity will bear on what this European process suggests for Chinese river basin 
management. 

 The international workshops will provide training in theory and methods in the examination of 
IRBM and environmental governance, and opportunities for doctoral students, post-doctoral 
fellows and early career researchers from the UK, EU and China to interact and exchange 
ideas and information about research experiences. 

http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/index.aspx
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Project Deliverables 

 Co-Reach – The RiBaGo Project 

 This project will involve the following activities: 

 (ii) Workshop 1. The first Workshop will be held in Macau/Guangzhou in November 2009, 
bringing together Chinese, European and US partners. It will include research visits to cities 
and water management institutions in Guangdong. The Workshop will discuss key dimensions 
of European water governance and key issues for IRBM in China, and will confirm a research 
agenda. 

 (ii) Research activity. Research during the project will examine issues of institutional change 
and governance in “integrated” and “adaptive” water management in both Europe and China. 
It will focus on two case studies (the Rhine and the Zhujiang), and the research will be 
conducted by partners from Cambridge and CASS. 

 (iii) Progress meeting. A progress meeting will be held in Cambridge in the summer of 2010, 
and will review research progress and adjust research goals as necessary. 

 (iv) Workshop 2. The second Workshop will be held in the early summer or 2011 and will 
report and disseminate the results of the research and the preceding meetings. 

  

 ESRC International Research Training Network 

 This project complements the aims of the Co-Reach project, and will include: 

 (i) Workshops. This will involve supplementing the organisation of the two Co-Reach RiBaGo 
international workshops (the first in Macau, China and the second in Cambridge, UK). 

 (ii) Participation. It will provide associated short-term opportunities for international mobility, 
intended to enable the participation in these international workshops. This will, in particular, 
broaden participation in the Workshops, especially of early career researchers. 

 (iii) A virtual network. This  means of maintaining links amongst early career researchers, 
research students, and established scholars concerned with the social science of river basin 
governance, will be developed after the first workshop. 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 The International Institute of Macau and Macau Foundation 

 The International Institute of Macau (IIM) and Macau Foundation have generously supported 
the aims of these projects by providing a grant to enable increased participation in the first 
Workshop by scholars and practitioners from within China. The IIM is also co-organiser and 
one of the hosts of the first Workshop. 

  

 The EU-China River Basin Management Programme 

 The EU-China River Basin Management Programme has also supported these projects by 
enabling some of its own participants to attend the first Workshop. (see 
http://www.euchinarivers.org/en/index.htm) 

http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/index.aspx
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 Monday, November 23rd 

 Participants arrive in Macau in the afternoon (see below) 

 Check-in at the Hotel Metropark 

 Dinner in the hotel at 21.00 

 

 Welcome, introductions, and outline of programme at 22.00 

  Mr Rufino Fátima Ramos (International Institute, Macau) 

  Professor Pan Jiahua (CASS) 

  Professor Keith Richards (University of Cambridge) 

 

 Note: in the sessions on the following two days, those lasting 90 minutes 
normally consist of two 30-minute presentations and 30 minutes for discussion, 
unless otherwise indicated. Lunch will be provided from 13.00-14.30, and 
dinner from 18.00-19.30 

 

 The Venue and Accommodation 
 The Workshop will be held in the International Institute of Macau 

(http://www.iimacau.org.mo/), Rua de Berlim, Edifício Magnificent Court, 240, 
2º (NAPE), Macau. Further details about arriving in Macau and getting to the 
Institute and the Hotel are on p.7 and the following pages.  

  

 Participants will be accommodated in the nearby Hotel Metropark (5 minutes 
from the Institute, and 5 minutes from the centre of Macau). The hotel’s 
website is http://www.hotelgrandeur.com/ and the contact details are: 

 Rua de Pequim, No. 199, Macau Tel: (853) 2878 1233 Fax: (853) 2878 1211 

 

 On the night of Thursday 26th (and where necessary, Friday 27th), 
accommodation will be in The New Pearl River Hotel, Guangzhou. This hotel’s 
website is http://www.npr-hotel.com/en/index.aspx and its contact details are: 
795 Binjiang Road East,Guangzhou, P.R.C 

 Tel:86-20-34255335   86-20-34255873, E-mail:nprhotel@gmail.com 

 This is 5 minutes walk from the north gate of Sun Yat-Sen University, and 10 
minutes from the venue in the campus. 

EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
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 Tuesday, November 24th 

 09.30 to 11.00 - RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE: Institutional evolution 
for river basin management in China and in the EU 

 The challenge of space, sector and scale for institutional structures in Chinese 
water management  (Professor Pan Jiahua, CASS) 

 The challenge of space, sector and scale for institutional structures in the EU 
(Dr Tim Moss, IRS, Erkner) 

  

 11.30 to 13.00 - SCIENCE AND POLICY: Constructing agreed 
scientific bases for management 

 Water problems and monitoring China´s cross-jurisdictional rivers (Professor 
Xia Jun, CAS) 

 Monitoring systems in Europe´s trans-boundary rivers (Professor Keith 
Richards, Cambridge) 

  

 14.30 to 16.00 - DEVELOPING SUSTAINABLE WATER GOVERNANCE 
IN THE ZHUJIANG BASIN 

 The Pearl River Water Resources Commission (1979-2009): 30 years of work 
and recent developments (Mr Mao Ge, Pearl River Commission) (30 mins)  

 Land Use Change and Its Impact on Water Resources in the East River Basin, 
South China (Professor Chen Xiaohong, Guangzhou) (20 mins) 

 Water transfers within the Zhujiang Basin (Dr Deng Jiaquan, Pearl River 
Hydraulic Research Institute) (20 mins) 

 

 16.30 to 18.00 - THE CHALLENGE OF SCALE IN WATER GOVERNANCE 

 Multi-level governance of water resources in Europe (Professor Paulo Canelas 
de Castro, Macau) 

 Governance of water resources in China; institutional roles at different spatial 
scales (Professor Du Qun, Wuhan) 

   

 19.30 to 21.00 - GRADUATE and ECR FORUM 

 Graduate and ECR participants meet over a beer to introduce themselves as 
members of the RiBaGo Network, for an informal discussion about the day’s 
talks and research questions raised by them, and for a walk in the city. 

EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
(RiBaGo) RESEARCH NETWORK 

 
Inaugural Workshop: the Programme 



7 

 Wednesday, November 25th 

 09.30 to 11.00 – LEARNING FROM MUTUAL EXPERIENCE 

 The EU-China River Basin Management Programme (Simon Spooner, EU-China 
RBM programme) (30 mins) 

 A case study of applying the Water Framework Directive in the United States: the 
Russian River (Professor Matt Kondolf, Berkeley) (30 mins) 

 Short report: SEMWaternet: collaborative European-East Asian research in water 
management  (Patrick Huntjens, Osnabruck) (15 mins) 

  

 11.30 to 13.00 – THE VALUING OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 “Environmental Services” as an integrative concept supporting transformation 
processes in water management (Professor Claudia Pahl-Wostl, Osnabruck) 

 The experience of payment for environmental services in China (Dr Zheng Yan, 
CASS) 

 

 14.30 to 16.00 - THE ROLE OF INFORMAL INSTITUTIONS 

 Harnessing the diversity of views in the informal sector; stakeholder identification 
and involvement in Europe (Dr Elisabete Silva, Cambridge) (30 mins) 

 The involvement of informal institutions in water management in China (Dr 
Zhang Xuehua, Osnabruck/Tianjin) (15 mins) 

 NGO involvement in water management in the Dongjiang Basin (Dr Carlos Lo, 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University) (15 mins) 

 

 16.30 to 18.00 – LEARNING ABOUT INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE 

 Accommodating institutional and social capital within new European institutional 
structures (Dr Jens Newig, Osnabruck)  

 Understanding the role of information in new river basin governance regimes (Dr 
Rachael McDonnell, Oxford) 

 

 19.30 to 21.00 - PANEL DISCUSSION 

 A discussion of the background to the RiBaGo Network, and an opportunity to 
discuss opportunities and challenges for water management in Europe and China. 
A Panel will be convened, chaired by Keith Richards, and guided by a 
presentation on Issues in River Basin Governance from Edwin Ongley (Canada). 

EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
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 Thursday, November 26th 

 08.30 to 19.00 – FIELD EXCURSION TO GUANGZHOU 

  

09.00 - Departure by coach for Zhuhai and Guangzhou 

10.15 – Visits in Zhuhai: Zhuhai Water Bureau monitoring station, and the new 
ZhuXianDong reservoir supplying Macau (see below, top left) 

12.15 – Lunch in Zhuhai 

13.15 – Continue by coach to Guangzhou 

15.15 – Visit the Key Laboratory of the Pearl River Commission at Lishui Zhen (see 
below, bottom left) 

16.45 - Visit Datun Village near Chancheng, Foshan, Guangdong in the Pearl River 
Delta - a site of local water management complexity (below right)  

18.00 – Continue by coach to Guangzhou 

19.00 – River Cruise and Dinner 

21.30 – Check in at the New Pearl River Hotel, Guangzhou 

EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
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 Friday, November 27th – Sun-Yat Sen University 

 09.15 to 11.00 – INSTITUTIONAL INTERACTIONS 

 The political economy of water resources conservation in China: reconciling 
bureaucratic conflicts in conserving Dongjiang’s water resources. (Dr Fred Lee, 
University of Hong Kong, and Dr Carlos Lo, Hong Kong Polytechnic University) 
(30 mins) 

 The role of Macau in the Zhujiang River Basin Management (Dr Fan Xiaojun, 
Macau Water Supply Co.) (30 mins) 

 The developing roles of the Wupperverband in catchment management 
(Andreas Rondorf, Wupperverband, Wuppertal, Germany) (30 mins) 

  

 11.30 to 12.30 - FOCUS GROUPS 

 Five-six focus groups will discuss key questions arising during the Workshop 
sessions in the preceding two days, and to develop ideas for new research 
agendas in adaptive and integrated river basin management. The discussion of 
each will be reported at the end of the afternoon session by two graduate co-
ordinators.  

 

 14.00 to 15.30 – GRADUATE PRESENTATIONS 

 Reconciling demand management with privatisation in England and Wales. 
Gareth Walker (Oxford) (15 mins) 

  Some challenges for implementing the WFD in France, Germany and the 
Netherlands. Sandra Junier (Delft) (15 mins)  

 Transboundary water management in Central Asia: the role of international law  
Dinara Ziganshina (Dundee) (15 mins) 

 Adaptive multi-level governance of river basins – the case of the Lower Rhine 
river basin. André Silveira (Cambridge) (15 mins) 

   

 16.00 to 17.00 – FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK, DISCUSSION, SUMMARY 

  

 DEPARTURES TO HONG KONG IN THE LATE AFTERNOON AND EARLY 
EVENING  

EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
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 Getting to Macau 

 The "Cross Boundary Passenger Ferry Terminal" project provides passenger ferry 
services linking Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA) and Macau using the 
TurboJET Sea Express. Passengers arriving at HKIA do not need to go through 
HK Customs and Immigration formalities, but go straight to a ferry terminal from 
the arrival hall. The trip to Macau takes approximately 45 minutes. Economy 
Ticket Price: 215 $HKD (Hong Kong Dollars). The ticket must be bought at the 
counter one hour before the ferry's departure; the ferry schedule is below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 After arrival in Hong Kong, these are the detailed steps that should be followed: 

 Find the Air/Sea Transfer Desk to Macau (there should be signs to SKYPIER, in 
the area before the immigration counters); 

 Purchase a ticket (you may do so using HKD and USD, or by credit card) and 
produce baggage identification tag(s) for baggage reclaim by Skypier staff; the 
staff at the counter will produce new baggage ID tags and stick them to your 
ferry ticket; 

 Go through security in transfer area E1; 

 Go to boarding gate 10 on the ground floor for the shuttle bus service to the 
ferry pier (approx. 7 minutes). Please make sure you arrive at the designated 
gate half an hour before your sailing time; 

 You will go through immigration upon arrival in Macau, and recover your bags in 
the luggage reclamation area on your right hand side; you will be asked to show 
your baggage ID tags. 

EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
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Logistical information 

  FERRY SCHEDULES  Hong Kong International Airport ?  Macau  

 Hong Kong International Airport to Macau  Macau to Hong Kong International Airport  

10:50 08:15 

12:45  09:30 

14:00  10:30 

15:15 11:30 

16:15 12:30 

17.25 13:45 

19:00 15:00 

22:00 16:45 

 20:15 

Source: TURBO JET company  http://www.turbojet.com.hk/eng/schedule/airport.html 
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 From the Ferry Terminal to the Hotel Metropark in Macau 

 A Hotel Metropark Shuttle Bus runs every 30 minutes between the Hotel and the 
Macau Ferry Terminal, from 08:30 - 21:00 (Hotel -> Macau Ferry Terminal) and 
08:45 - 21:15 (Macau Ferry Terminal -> Hotel).  

 Other travel arrangements 

 Travel from Macau to Zhuhai and Guangzhou will be by coach and will be 
arranged for all Workshop participants. Note that this involves immigration 
formalities at the Macau-China border, and participants are advised to ensure 
that they will satisfy visa requirements. 

 From Guangzhou to Hong Kong International Airport 

 On the day of departure, and if your flight leaves from Hong Kong, two main 
transportation choices are available from Guangzhou to the Airport in Hong Kong.  

 Firstly, you may choose to take the train from Guangzhou East Railway Station to 
Hong Kong (Kowloon). The train schedule is below. For example, if your flight is 
on the evening of Friday 27th at 23.00, you will need to leave the hotel in 
Guangzhou at about 16.45 in order to get to the railway station by taxi to catch 
the 18.15 train. It could take 1½ hours to get to the station during the Friday 
rush hour. Train tickets may be bought online at 
http://www.it3.mtr.com.hk/B2C/UserPage/sysTimeTable_Eng.asp. 

 Once in Hong Kong, a taxi may take about half an hour to get you to the airport 
check-in. 

   

  

EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
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Logistical information 

Through Train from Guangzhou East  Railway Station to Hong Kong (Hung Hom, Kowloon) 

Train No. Depart Guangzhou East Arrive Hung Hom 

T801  08:19 10:12 

T807 09:03 10:56 

T813  09:50 11:43 

T823 (Ktt) 10:39 12:29 

T817 12:12 14:07 

T809 13:52 15:46 

T825 (Ktt) 15:31 17:21 

T815  16:12 18:05 

T803 16:56 18:49 

T819 18:15 20:08 

T827 (Ktt) 20:15 22:05 

T811 21:32 23:25 

Hong Kong MTR company http://www.it3.mtr.com.hk/B2C/UserPage/sysTimeTable_Eng.asp 
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 From Guangzhou to Hong Kong International Airport (continued)  

 Alternatively, you may prefer to take a coach back to Macau, and return to HK 
Airport by the route of your arrival in Macau. Tickets will be arranged locally in 
these cases. There is a very convenient coach station inside the Sun Yat-sen 
University campus, and the bus takes 2h30m to arrive at the border between 
Zhuhai and Macau (it arrives in the basement of the border building). There are 
buses every hour and half, including on weekends. Border procedures tend to 
take 45 minutes. Please also see sailing schedule of the direct ferry service 
between Macau and Hong Kong International Airport on page 8. 

  

 Visa requirements  

 (N.B: all passports must be valid for the next 6 months, that is until May, 2010.) 

  All visitors to Macau and China must hold a passport or valid travel document. 
It is advisable to check whether a visa is required to enter Macau (visitors from 
EU countries  and about 60 other countries are not required to prepare a Visa 
in their home countries; a stamp will be added in their passports, authorising a 
three month stay).  

 A visa is needed to enter China, so participants will require a Chinese visa in 
their passports to travel from Macau to Zhuhai and Guangzhou. A tourist visa 
will be accepted. In case you need a business visa, please contact 
afs28@cam.ac.uk.   For a business visa, a special form made available by the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences needs to be filled in and stamped by the 
Academy once it has been filled in.  

   

 Currency 

 The currency in Macau is the pataca (MOP);  1 MOP = 0.09 euro 

 The currency in China is the yuan; 1 yuan = 0.1 euro 

  

 Electricity supply 

 Electricity plugs in Macau are the same as in the UK, with three pins. In China 
two-pin plugs may be found, but there is a variety of different plugs. It is 
strongly recommended to bring a universal adapter with you.  

  

  

 

EU-CHINA RIVER BASIN GOVERNANCE 
(RiBaGo) RESEARCH NETWORK 

 
Logistical information 



13 

 The Hotel Metropark (formerly Grandeur) and the International Institute are located on 
the above map. The ferries from Hong Kong dock at the terminal in the NE corner of this 
map extract, and the Hotel Metropark shuttle bus leaves from a point close to the “M” of 
“Macau Ferry terminal” on the map.   
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 The New Pearl River Hotel and the Sun Yat-Sen University Campus are shown on this 
map. The hotel (at “A”) is about five minutes walk from the campus North Gate 
(photograph at the top of the map), and the School of Geographical Sciences and 
Planning is just north-west of the MBA building off the central spine of the campus. 
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Logistical information and map: Guangzhou 
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