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Department of Geography

Department Seminar

Didier Fassin James Wolfensohn Professor of Social Science

The Public Presence of the Social Sciences
Research is generally deemed to end with the publication of its results. 
What happens afterwards is implicitly viewed as the usual after-sales service of 
science. Yet the encounter with various audiences, the debates it raises and the 
new perspectives it opens can be regarded as an object of inquiry in its own 
right. The lecture will be a tentative analysis of the public afterlife of works in the 
social science, with a special emphasis on ethnography. It will not promote public 
social science but will examine what it is, the operations it entails, the questions 
it poses, the challenges and limitations it faces. It will be grounded in particular 
in the experience of the reception of and engagement related to recent works on 
urban policing and on the carceral condition.

Tuesday 14th of February 
at 4:15pm. 

Small Lecture Theatre
Geography

Didier Fassin is the 
James Wolfensohn 
Professor of Social 
Science at the 
Institute for Advanced 
Study and Director of 
Studies at the École 
des Hautes Études en 
Sciences Sociales. 
Anthropologist, 
sociologist and 
physician, his field is 
political and moral 
anthropology and he 
is interested more 

specifically in various forms of inequalities. He 
has conducted research in Senegal, Congo, South 
Africa, Ecuador, and France, focusing on issues 
related to health and mortality, immigration and 
discrimination, asylum and humanitarianism. 
In 2016 he delivered the Tanner Lectures at 
Berkeley and the Adorno Lectures in Frankfurt. 
He often writes for Le Monde and Libération. 
He is currently President of the French Medical 
Committee for Exiles. 
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